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UNDERSTANDING DIALOGUE
FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF A THIRD PERSON

Takehito UTSURO  Yuji MATSUMOTO Makoto NAGAO

Dept. of Electrical Engineering, Kyoto University
Yoshida-honmachi, Sakyo-Ku, Kyoto, 606, Japan

The problem of understanding a dialogue from a third person’s viewpoint is discussed. It often
happens that participants’ interpretations in a dialogue differ or they misunderstand each other.
In this paper, a method for generating each participant’s interpretation in a dialogue from the
viewpoint of a third person is discussed. Firstly, we show that several interpretations could be
generated from a dialogue in which participants misunderstand each other. Then we describe how
it can be determined from each participant’s utterance which interpretation he takes.
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