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Lexical selection is one of the biggest problems in machine translation. Users must develop and
customize their own dictionaries to achieve a good quality of translation, because system developers
cannot offer dictionaries that are suitable for all users’environments. In our approach, we strictly
distinguish constraints that are descriptions in dictionaries from preferences in lexical selection. Pref-
" erences are automatically extracted from texts in the target language by using existing techniques
and texts. In addition, we propose an incremental learning mechanism that maintains consistency by
taking account of the levels of structural matching between input sentences and texts in the target
language.
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