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A Method for Analyzing Conjunctive Structures in Japanese

Sadao Kurohashi Makoto Nagao

Department of Electrical Engineering, Kyoto University

Abstract

Parsing a long sentence is very difficult, since long sentences often have conjunctions which result in ambiguities.
As the conjunctive parts in a sentence often appear in a similar structure, finding two similar series of words is
essential in analyzing conjunctive structures, Similarities of all pairs of words are calculated. Then the two series
of words which have the greatest sum of similarities are found by dynamic programming method. We deal with
not only conjunctive noun phrases, but conjunctive predicative phrases created by “Renyoh chuushi-ho”. We will

llustrate the effectiveness of this method by the analysis of 180 Japanese sentences.
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