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Int'erpreting Anaphors Based on the Relation
between Empathy and Focus
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“This paper proposes a computationial model for the resolution of anaphoric ambiguities in
Japanese discourses such as stories. The proposed model deals mainly with the initial two
sentences of a-text.” In the model, four types of initial two sentences are distinguished with
respect to the use of the Japanese particles wa and ga. The type is then used to predict a
more plausible constituent of the first sentence as focus, to which the speaker will anaphorically
refer in the second sentence. This prediction is based on the relation between the type and the
empathy. The empathy, introduced by Kuno, is the speaker’s identification with a participant
in the event that he describes. The resolution of an anaphoric ambiguity in the second sentence
is thus performed without depending on whether an anaphor .is acutually occurred or not.
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