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Syntactic Ambiguity of ‘Ni’and its Disambiguation

Nobuaki MUTOH  Hiroshi NAKAGAWA

Faculty of Engineering, Yokohama National University

Abstract Since Japanese particle ‘ni’ has three syntactic categories—a case marker, an NP con-
junct and a suffix of an adverbial-form of adjective verbs, it causes syntactic ambiguity. Especially,
this ambiguity often occurs with NPs where the concept those NPs refer to is abstractive. To resolve
this kind of ambiguity, it is effective to incorporate the selectional restriction into the understanding
system. There is another problem related to high-abstractive NPs. In the process of constructing
the semantic output of these NPs, a reasoning including the complementation of the deleted VP is
necessary. The semantic network which is needed to describe selectional restriction is also useful to

this reasoning. For an experiment, we describe this kind of restriction in JPSG based paser.
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