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Towards a descriptive framework for nominals

Fumihiro AOYAMA  Minako HASIMOTO
Tokai University IPA

Information-technology Promotion Agency has been compiling IPAL (Basic Nouns), -in which 3,000
entries are listed with morphological, syntactic, and semantic kinds of information. This paper
attempts to shed light on some methodological problems in forming a descriptive framework for

nominals. The points argued are summarized below:

(a) Semantic features can be used to resolve dependency relations holding between the
constituents within a sentence;

(b) Preference between one or the other feature of a nominal is lexical-functionally
constrained;

(c) No features can reliably be determined without reference to peripheral constiutents,
such as advervial phrases and aspectual forms.
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