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Abstract A system that explains a machine and its installation is described. This system can generate two types of
interactive multimodal explanation. The first, which allows users to make follow-up questions, uses formatted text and
pictures. The questions are made by pointing gestures and speech, and the system answers them in speech coordinated
with pointing gestures and animation. The second uses spoken explanations coordinated with pointing gestures and
other actions. This paper discusses a mechanism for generating these explanation discourses and for interpreting and

answering follow-up questions. The mechanism for synchronizing speech and other actions is explained in detail.
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