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Summary :
The majority of errors in Japanese morphological analysis is caused by unknown words, most of
which consists of proper names such as company names, product names, person names and place
names. This paper proposes a method of acquiring unregistered person names from newspaper
articles. The method also distinguishes family names from given names. Character strings which are
assumed to contain person names are first extracted by pattern matching and sorted in the order of
their length. Then each of the strings is divided into a family name and a given name using a lexicon
and co-occurrence analysis. A newly found word having enough evidence is immediately added into
the dictionary, which increases the accuracy of the following analysis. In an experiment on 11,123
different strings, 893 names were newly acquired with 95.3% accuracy and 3725 registered names
were distinguished as family names or given names with 98.5% accuracy. This paper also reports an
effective method of acquiring suffixes for person names.
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