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An AnalySis Regarding the Use of Time Expressions
to Understand Intention

Mitsunori Matsushita Toshiyuki Iida

NTT Communication Science Laboratories

Abstract: We distributed a questionnaire to find the relatlonshxp between listeners’
understanding and time expressions, in order to estimate the speaker’s intention from
the differences of expressions that the speaker uses. The reason we target time ex-
pressions is that these expressions in a dialogue play important roles in representing

' the speaker’s will. We observed the relationship between these expressions and the
intentions and the relation is the same regardless of genera,tlon and gender. Further-
more, attributes for which listeners estimated values are classified into four categories:
speaker’s occupation, current situation, purpose or reason for action, and when the
dialogue happens. Based on the result, we discuss a dialogue system that can give an
appropriaté reply to a speaker
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