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Abstract

This paper proposes an architecture for distributed cross-language information retrieval and a protocol used in
it. The architecture includes metasearch engines and search engines, which communicate each other by using the
protocol. The protocol is designed to communicate not only a search request and its result, but also inis also
introduced, and it is concerned with formation of the functionalities and the contents provided by search engines
The architecture allows a user to automatically choose and exploit various search engines providing a large amount
of documents in all sorts of languages in the Internet/ WWW, according to his/her information need. The paper also
introduces the joint project on a distributed cross-language information retrieval using the proposed architecture,
involving KRDL in Singapore, KAIST in Korea and us NTT,
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