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Semantic Classification of Abstract Noun “koto” from
English Expressions
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Abstract: ;

In machine translation, Japanese abstract noun “koto” is one of the most difficult noun,
because it has various usages and semantics. In this paper, we classify the Japanese abstract
noun “koto” ﬁom English expressions for Japanese-to-English machine translation. In concrete
terms, we divide “koto” roughly into lexical semantics and grammatical semantics in point of
constituent of clause in the words which modifies “koto”, and we classify each “koto” with

English expressions. As a result we classify into 31 kinds.The rule was evaluated on newspaper
with 59% accuracy.

Keywords: “koto”, abstract noun, indefinite noun, semantic classification
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