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Statistical Investigation of Part-Of-Speech Sequences
for Bunsetsu Segmentation

Takeyuki Kojima, Nobuo Inui, Yoshiyuki Kotani
(Tokyo University of Agric. and Tech.)

To segment a sequence of words into a sequence of phrases, called Bunsetsu, plays an im-
portant role in syntactic analyses. Several researchers used bracketed corpora for extracting
Bunsetsu and reported that systems improved performance by learning rules or statistics. How-
ever, we expect to use tagged corpora to do it, since bracketd corpora are too small to cope with
varieties of sentences. This paper reports some statistical investigations about part-of-speech
sequences for Bunsetsu segmentation. We defined “Bunsetsu rate” for each part-of-speech

* sequence, which indicates the possibility of becoming Bunsetsu.

Experimental results showed that there are some part-of-speech sequences with high plausi-
bility and low Bunsetsu rate. And plausible Bunsetsu candidates cannot be extracted only by

using entoropies of left /right sides of them.
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