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Abstract: We have just begun to develop a music-retrieval system based on
listeners’ impressions. People who have an extensive knowledge of music can
easily retrieve specific music data from a large music database by inputting
concrete information such as names of musicians, composers, and performers.
However, people who lack this knowledge have difficulty in operating this system
because they cannot give concrete information on a piece of music. Our
music-retrieval system enables anyone to easily retrieve specific music data by
inputting expressions that describe their impression of a music piece. As a first
step in developing the system, we investigated what expressions people used to
describe their impression for music-retrieval to determine what degree of
diversity the system should accept as input. In this article, we describe the
procedures and results of collecting these expressions. In addition, we describe
how we classified them.
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