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Can the WWW be used as an encyclopedia?

—Building a large-scale corpus—
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Abstract 00 The World Wide Web, where a surprisingly large number of pages contain up-to-
date information, is a promising source to obtain encyclopedic knowledge for new and technical
terms. We developed a system to produce encyclopedic corpora from the Web and evaluated
a resultant corpus. Experiments by way of human assessors and a large number of anonymous

subjects showed that our system rivals existing encyclopedias and Web search engines.
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