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Abstract This paper discusses the effect of syntactic and pragmatic factors on the zero pronoun interpretation
in Japanese discourse. We investigate pronoun utterances based on centering theory. In naturally occurring
discourses, utterances with multiple zero pronouns are often observed. The previous centering framework as it is
cannot handle some cases of these utterances. We propose a resolution of this problem by providing constraints
as to when a zero pronoun can be interpreted as zero subject or zero object.
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