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In Japanese Named Entity (NE) extraction, the first step is to segment a sentence into a sequence of
appropriate analytical tokens. Then NE chunking is applied using contextual information such as
lexical or POS features obtained through a fixed-size window. For longer entities, however, the
chunker may not be given sufficient information because of shorter and fixed-size window. To cope with
this problem, we propose a method which makes use of Japanese base phrase, called bunsetsu being
extracted by bunsetsu segmentation, as features for chunking. Since a bunsetsu feature is effective for
whole length of each phrase, the proposed method will provide more flexible chunking information to
the chunker than the fixed-size window methods. We evaluated our method on CRL named entity data
and obtained 0.89 F-value for 5-fold cross validation test, which shows the effectiveness of our method.
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