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Abstract

This paper presents an unsupervised learning method to acquire sentiment expressions that
indicate either favorable or unfavorable opinion toward a specific subject. Our approach is
based on a characteristic of sentiments that multiple sentiment expressions often appear near
each other in texts with the same polarity of favorability, unless the change is explicitly
indicated by a clue term such as an adversative conjunction. By taking advantage of this
characteristic, our unsupervised method extracts sentiment expressions and their polarities
from a corpus starting from a very small set of seed expressions and analyzing their
neighboring expressions in the corpus. In our experiment on discussion board messages
about digital cameras and movies, we could acquire a good set of sentiment expressions
relevant to each domain.
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