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Abstract When we use impression-based multimedia retrieval systems where impressions such as “happy” and
“bright” are input, we want to use degree modifiers such “adequately” and “comparatively” in order to more ac-
curately express the impression we want to input. In conventional impression-based retrieval systems, however, at
most two or three typical degree modifiers can be accepted. In this article, therefore, we extract 119 degree modifiers
from the thesaurus, and numerically express the semantic role of each degree modifier. The semantic role of a degree
modifier is defined as strengthening or weakening the meanings of the impression word which has been modified by
the degree modifier, and all the degree modifiers are arranged according to their strength.
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