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Fundamental Studies on Generation of Questions to Users
in an Interactive Question Answering System

Kiyoaki SHIRAI, Hidenori TOKUE t

This paper describes a concept of an open-domain interactive question answering sys-
tem. When an user inputs an ambiguous question, this system asks him/her back and
selects an appropriate answer according to his/her response. This paper also proposes
a method to determine what to ask an user back. First. we extract expressions which
specialize meanings of keywords in an user’s question. We call them as ‘specializing
expressions’. When a certain keyword is modified by different specializing expressions
for each answer candidate, we regard it as an ambiguous keyword. Then we generate a

question to an user to ask a meaning of an ambiguous keyword.
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