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Text segmentation based on nearness of words
SHIGENORI NAKANO * AKIRA ADACHI it and TAKENORI MAKINOt

This paper presents a new method of text segmentation using lexcical cohe-
sion based on nearness of words in texts. Although sentences are written by
innumerable combination of words, they are able to make up meaningful con-
tents without confusion. We attempted to segment a text into paragraphs that
contains topics on the hypothesis that nearness of words between sentences gen-
erates a settled content of text. Each splitted point between articles which are
connected continuously indicates to be a boundary of contents. The method is
applied to testify how many boundaries are identified with splitted points. The
result of test by the mothod showed 63.9% in recall and 27.1 % in precision.
This method is also effective for small texts.

Keywords: text segmentation, cohesion, nearness of words
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