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Answering Contextual Question
Using a Non-Contextual Q/A System

Shinpei KAWAGUCHI Tatsunori MORI
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Yokohama National University

In this paper. we propose a question answering system to answer a series of related
questions using a non-contextual Q/A system. The related questions usually have cohesive
relation to each other by anaphoric expressions like zero pronouns. First of all, the proposed
method detects such anaphoric expressions. Second, it searches for antecedent. candidates
corresponding to the anaphoric expressions using a case-frame dictionary and a thesaurus.
In order to select. the best candidate, we use an answer-score of each anaphorically-resolved
question produced by a non-contextual Q/A system. The experimental results show the use

of answer-score is effective to improve the accuracy of answering contextual questions.
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