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Abstract

In Japanese statistical syntactic parsing, the selection of content words does not have much
effect on dependency decision between bunsetsus mainly because of the data sparseness.
To overcome parsing errors caused by this lack of lexical information, this paper proposes a
statistical learning method that ignores commas in sentences, drawing on the observation
that the existing statistical parsers rely too much on such punctuation. This method
increases the effect of features that distinguish among content words, and the model is
robust for sentences where commas are not used properly.
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