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REFL: A regular expression based functional language
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University of Tokyo

Abstract

NLP deals with things that are structured to a great extent but not always completely reducible to
structures. Functional programming and other conventional programming paradigms, while they provide
powerful tools to process complex structures systematically, can be inefficient for data that deviate from the
structures. In this paper, we present a programming language called REFL and show, through examples
in NLP, how this language can be more effective than other languages in dealing with deviations from

structures while retaining the advantages of functional languages.
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next ()=

win(TCO) CCL D NININT AN N ANTINT L AL N N ANL D)) =T

win()=F

minimax (L([012]%))=W\1
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DOG is GO reverse(D) spelled backwards.
DOG is GOD"reverse() spelled backwards.
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sentence()=i saw a man with a telescope
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BoND, cyk BENIFRIICEZEINTEY, cyk
RSO SO AT IS E ORI OBRFTN n+1 L)
ETHHEIREANFEETLEE. B n 3o
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HEEBTLTVD, 5 D20 A REiz—>
DEILROBZET L DS, FOZOOMEIAR
D— b OWREEDIZ SRR ST =D
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TR, BEOT —2FBEINM Ly F oL
Fl-FEi B2 D BRREERTH S,

3.2 HERE

%ik9 5, M REFL ICE UBEROEEICHBT
HZHTINTF TG AD—DNIA s F—Fy k ED
BEOA T4V HECHBELIICHERRED 7 1
TITLWHDL, AL TA VEERC L, HiEx S
BICHRY, ZOHETEZOHEELIIWEFKEEL YV
TV HTML CEE UCH AT 2 & 9 2888 (B
THERKLES) NAESN, ¥—00HES
BTOFETHE, HREWLT—20 HTML X
ELLUTHATAEEUAHABEShLTWS, &4
TAUEEFA NI, FNENRL S T
HEOERERRTLN, TOH 717 a T 5
DEEFEEBTENE KT & RUKD L8 5 Bid7e
AR L . E 2O, I -RITRET, H
LERHETRRT AL, AREKR 715,
313D HF O Cambridge Advanced Learner’s

U - Bt F28513 §2.3 Tk ~7- @SBRI 2 T 75 L v
TORTEH D,



get(,*)="httpget (dictionary.cambridge.org/\0)
cald(.*)="cald0("get(results.asp?searchword=\0))

cald0((?s) . #<p>(<strong>.*7</strong> was not found))=\1
caldO(Location: (["\r\nl*))="caldl("get(\1))

cald0((?s)<li><a href=’{(.*7)’>(.*))="caldl("get(\1))<p>"cald0(\2)

caldo()=

caldi((?s) (<span.*)<br><br>)="cald2(\1)

cald2((?s) (.x)<span class=’(.*?)’>(.*?)</span>(.*))="cald2(\1"cald3(\2,\3)\4)
cald2((?s) (. *7)<a[~>]*>Show phonetics</a>(.*))="cald2(\1\2)
cald2((7s) (.*x?)<(/?)al[">]*>(. %) )=\1<\2b>"cald2(\3)

cald2((?s).*)=\0

cald3((?s) " (cald-example), (.*))=&#149; <i>\2</i>
cald3((?s)~(cald-h7word|def-sensenum), (.*))=<b>\2</b>

cald3((?s)~.*7,(.*))=\1

3 FEER% cald

Dictionary &9 727 1 BEZ (LT CALD) 2 %
FIKHESH cald #EELERS TH D, AT
A UEEE CALD THAD L HEEICZY T 25
BANERHLHE (ZERB R EOBE) 1T, BRR
ERIFNOOBEEICHTZ) 7 0—&ETHY,
I—FRIFNEINTERNS RV EEE -H—D
Wo TR TV TIWIF RV, Z OFEEK
cald 13% 5 LBaE, FIFSh-EE e TitiA
Fy WA_RT—2DOXEICLTHEAT S,

FRT 0 TT LR TREE OB httpget 23D
NTNWEH, THNIRBEROEEINET S 74
77 UOBEET, SITREXNET LA (URL
A6 hitp://F#HWTZHOYICHTTP 7’2 haio
GET A Y v FTCT /AL THREEN-TF—# %
RTE#MTH 2,

cald UTEBORBRERON—VEREL, %
U cald0 BB ERT 5, HEOMBHKEO—
VRO =ZDDHFETRESEANER S, AL,
BLUTEENR RN Lo 58 SLER N —
Roholche, #LTERYEERERR >0 -7
BETHD, T0FENFROERILE Um0,
cald0 B DE—. B, B= (RUEN) EHITT
RSN T3, EYTEENR O AVEAIT,
FTOEREIHAvE—VEFOEFEHNTS, #
HHAAR—OOBEIE, EOHEBOEZRDAA— VI
YHA L7 NERBDT, Location ~ v ¥ D TR
INTZT R RAZFT-IIFwAIAA, caldl BI%KICE
T, BEEENEHOBEL, FIEIhZEE~D
Vo7 k=230 H L, Uo7 EEiimAiT
¥ caldl BEICET, DL ST L TABITHE—®
A 24T % caldl BBEUCRE T 5, caldl BI4KIE
HTML XE2ED 5 HHEFBOEHEOWRD LI H
LT cald2 B~ D72 7, ZOEZEOWMO LS D
& span ¥ 7 L HBEERHEE LR LTV T, 4 span

12http://dictionary.cambridge,org/

HERITE D class BHEILE U R E (O E50 2 &2
AN — FNTRE SN TEREND, cald2 Bk
DENDEFATIE. T/ (PITD span BEE 2 S
72\ )span BHR % F O class BIEIG U T cald3
B4 CEMT B, cald3 BEEIL. HISCEF T class B
MO EIIFHRIZ (B—EHT), RELECESS
FREBRAENDANEFEREET class BHEDOES
HRFI (BEHRIT). FOMOBEITEEMR2 LIC
(B=EH#AT) EXERT 5, cald2 FIRORIIOE
FITH span EEXH AW BRIER SN 2D
T, #/8 span BFE OMERHEIE S 1 bottom-up
BIZ—> 30, FRAEBRIN TN Z LD,
VI A EEE CALD ORTEFRICIE span BEHRIC &
LEMDIINE, VI BEENTHBEERH B,
Yy 7\ 328 RS> T, —DIIRELBDOET~
DYV 7 b= DIFEREO TN THOEFEIZ SR T
HEE, FWRONAZOEREE~DY V7 ThH
%, cald2 BBOFE—EEITORBIZL > Tspan B
FOMRBEEDLENE DL &, AR LTE T
BITT, BERBOETR~DY 7 R3El6h, =
ERITTEOMDY 7 BRFIC L HIEMICARH S
ns,

cald0 BT L E R RIC D RMIZEH LTER
OEERBL, VEE U A=Y
Y7 EMY RS caldl B EIRB S E TV S,
ZAUT §2.3 Tuk72 REFL D75E & 33 crawler i
WEOBEFITELH D,

cald2 BB OB H O EFRITIL span TR OB
TRIRAZABEL T\ 5, I 2 CEELROI, cald2
BRI . 2 COMBIZME R span BROREHE
FFHEMBLTNDENIZ &, EHVI T e,
ZORS BEEEOBERNAEICREK T e /T 2
VIR FENE LTS D LA TH DR,
Tig, FOL I FTETHIML XEOMBHIES
BRI ETNIE, ST BRI A 7T YR ERE



v, HTML 8% % JHEEI > CRIRINAT — 4
RIS R AMERB BT S, LinL, §1.1
TR LI, —#%I2 HIML X3 IEAr07 MR
BWELXE L TOROOT, ZoOFERIFEZ Ry, ik
Wi, BT XML XEAHRICLTND EED L

I, 29 LEMENE - LT, 59 &
LT 502 EFROBVWBEE TE T/~
AT DHOFEMICHEDRNTHIEEADIEE D,
REFL TiZ & 9%, REFLIZF —Z#EE R/ L5
B, 2LELT—FEEIE byte Flicma— KL
THHS DT, HIML XED L 572, HEr T a—
N U7 byte 5320k & THEERR D = L3Sk,
IN=ADPENRTN, LT, BEREES T EE
BICBROH LT (HWEEE L) ABT 50T, %
NS OEG OBEOBRAIZEY Bl &Eh b 2 L0375
vy, B2 cald2 B B O EFRITIL span R
DOREBHEER T2 H 0> TNBHDT, FOMD %
TVIHTOREE R SRWEARBTFH E L TRbI
5o b L<b>x<i>y</b>z</i> &\ D) L 9 A REE AR
FIEENE Do LThH, 95 LES
ITEAR D30T E L THREEND T 20T, Ao
MELRE D,

Aif~7z, REFL Ci3tgiE% > 32— K L7 byte
B2 b bR I DT, SN ADOLBERRNE NS
DT, —BANZ L RELRFRTH D, /—ADBER
ERTICEEEELT A N EBELERRSD
HE—ICFRBTHH L, BNE XML XEDL SIS
EBRUIZEXTRVEI BT H A FORBEIZENT
i, A= —ORERPBEORERFREAL 2 L
BHHKD, 12§31 O CYK oY FLTH, A
NICRERBIO Y R MRFEED Y R b (sentence,
rule, lexicon A ORE D E) L AMPEE ST NE
ATHEINZLOTHY, BFOTusr7 307
THNFEENERT AT ALERH LS )
B, REFLIZZ 07 3 —< v &% D FE FHEER#H%
WfEoTnD, ZH L7 us7a07—%~08
HoEIH, EBFFERL. EEMZ2 LD L LT
W5,

4 F&ED

BT e s 7 2 v FMFETERELEEE L oo
BEIFNIIER SN T — A EE L BROICES
SN FREICL>TEELTED ZLAHKS,
IHEAMOBEREIZG G-, MARTETH
DA, Lo LZiuhd, BEa sl 2 L 5 g~
DFEEOBHED FICR Y Sio L D CTh 7=, HEXE

~OBVARIM AR UZe s b, BelicidfgiEibsn
EOLRVWEORBREMFIZTAEE, ez
BHEEOU LU ICERTH 2 &5,

BASELIEOW > gt 2o, &ECHEELS
. WEITR -T2 A ERES 35— 5T, LiZLiX
WEL BT 5,

AFGCHERE REFL % T7 v 75 3 7k
RIELEOREN LR U3 5, FRFCEEICES
IR WA ORE N R >Z Lic k> T, £
DEHED Y L <O L o= — 7 X
ERRT D%, BAEELEOFCERNICHE
LT,

S35 REFL [3HUA 22 B8 1005 U= A2y —
NELTREINTNS, §2.3 Tk, §3.2 TZ®D
HHERBE R o7, A v —Fy DY V—
ADIER 72 13X REFL 287 Of5 % R8T & 3IR(K
BZRSASEO—212% 5, £/, EFBOEZEIE
B THBEIZRZ bND L7 — % 2 EHEN.
EREMWIIHRZ 22 W) FRIDBMOT 0 7T L
LIFOMBE L T D MAALEEE LTORBRED
MM TE 5,

ARG CHRM LIz REFL ICE S, B 2—1b
SoHMIR C B OB U7z & D FE R e 8 2% 2.
SLDTAT VY TFNTaSG AENBIE
T AL 0 FELE (Windows hR) 23 http://taurus.c.u-
tokyo.ac.jp/nakan/reflhtml THRRAIN T3, 4
HBOWZEOFEMELE LTIE, £ 2—/{k., notation
OEE, GUI7r 75 2 7, WHIE. & ER
DICHAZRET DB ORI T b ONIEFR~
DRE E-TAT7T VoK LEERRT I
w5,

SE
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