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Compilation of a Comparative List of
Basic Japanese Idioms from Five Sources

SATOSHI SATO

Graduate School of Engineering, Nagoya University

We have compiled a comparative list of basic Japanese idioms from five
sources; one idiom dictionary and two Japanese dictionaries for children in
elementary school and two standard idiom dictionaries. This paper describes
the format of the comparative list, the compilation process, and an interest-
ing phenomenon of unstable standard forms of idioms, which we found in the
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compilation process.
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