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We consider the problem of extracting evaluative expressions from very large amounts of
Web documents. We have focused on importance of the reasons of evaluative expressions
when readers refer to review written by others. Using hotel reviews as data, we proved that
evaluative expressions often include the reasons that explain the evaluating contents
concretely. Additionally, it is reported that causal relations as reasons can be identified
automatically using the characteristics of in-text causal relations. By taking advantage of the
characteristic, this paper proposes an automatic learning method to extracts useful
evaluative expressions from a very small set of seed expressions and analyzing the causal
structure of Web documents. In our experiment on discussion board messages about hotel, we

could extract a good set of evaluative expressions relevant to the domain.
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