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Recently, almost all universities and colleges have introduced educational systems for information
processing. A huge number of users have to be registered in the educational systems. It is
impossible to assign understandable names, such as real names or nicknames, to user IDs in the
case. It is necessary to use an automatically assigned user ID, such as a student number. Therefore,
there is difficulty in retrieving information about a user from his/her user ID. :

To solve this problem, a prototype of the “Who’s who” system is implemented, which manages
information for an individual user. The system searches the personal information using a key
such as a user ID, a first name and a last name, and updates the information, such as a living
address, a telephone number and a URL for WWW pages. The system is experlmenta.lly used
in Educational Center for Information Processing in Kyushu University. The system is useful for
retrieving personal information and for sending personal information by oneself to world wide. This
experiment makes clear that it is .necessary to preserve security for input data and for retrieving
by authentication.
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