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LED lamps on PC indicating its Availability

Mayu FUNAKI, Katsura NISIGAKI, Akinori SAITOH
Tottori University of Environmental Studies

We developed a terminal status indicator device attached above PC body. It has two LED
lamps at the head of a stick and shows vacant/occupied status of each PC. Using this device, us-
ers can easily reach to vacant terminal seat. Especially this system is useful for PC rooms that are
a mixture of powered and unpowered PCs to find ready-to-login PC.

This device is connected to a serial port, and userland program can control LED lamps without
OS kernel modification. We manufactured 50 indicators and attached them to all PCs in our PC
room. We also investigated their visibility and usefulness.
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