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Current Status of CyberRail SIG
Akihiko MATSUOKA Ryuji TSUCHIYA
Railway Technical Research Institute

One of the greatest challenges to future transportation service providers will be the issue of
intermodality. It is desirable that every intermodal traveler could use different modes of
transport seamlessly and without too much stresses. With the advancement of information
technologies, sophisticated traveler information services are currently under development in
each mode of transport. Optimization within a single mode of transport, however, does not
always lead to the optimization of a transport system as a whole. In order to realize
convenient and stress-free intermodal traveler services, it is required to achieve consistency
and interoperability among information services provided by different modes of transport. In
RTRI's project “CyberRail,” we are going to develop itinerary-based, situation-sensitive
traveler information services in which technologies for locating and tracking travelers will be
of vital importance. Interoperability with other information services which have already been
deployed or are currently under development for drivers or pedestrians will also be one of the
essential issues related to CyberRail. In 2001 summer, RTRI organized a special interest
group on CyberRail (CyberRail SIG), which are open to any individuals who are interested in
this field of research. This paper covers the current status of CyberRail SIG as well as the
report on our activities in 2001 fiscal year.
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