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Controlling the Word-of-Mouth Mechanism with Distribution Costs

Toshiro Minami Takeshi Ohtani
Netmedia Lab., Fujitsu Laboratories Ltd., Fukuoka 814-8588 Japan

The word-of-mouth mechanism intends to utilize its adaptability feature for solving the problems of
the WWW search engines such as concentration of network traffics, latency of searched results, and
so on. The adaptability that information is circulated towards the areas where the demands is high
depends on the use of the virtual distribution-costs. This paper reports some results of the experiments
for comparing two methods of cost-distribution; the uniform distribution and one in which cost varies
according to the demands. The cost-varying method is more adaptive than the uniform-cost method in
these experiments. We found also that the advertisement cost gives significant effects to adaptability.
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