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abstract

Present Japanese electronic signature law only recognizes the legal effect to the electronic signature by a
natural person. The legal framework which regarding the electronic signature other than the natural person
such as automatic electronic signature and electronic authentication is still not exist.

In this paper, we examine the requirements of the formal social acts by the information services with
electronic authentication or with the automatic electronic signature from the point of view of the speech act
theory. We also examine the requirement of the common architecture which supports such kind of social
information systems.
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