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MAML: A Generalized Annotation Description Language
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Abstract A meta data technology calls our attention as means of retrieving or summarizing multime-
dia information efficiently. This paper proposes MAML (Multimedia Annotation Markup Language), a
generalized annotation description format for media data. The annotated subjects in MAML include
not only a real file but a person, an object, an event, etc., all of which can be annnotated by a united
specification which is independent of media type or format. MAML allows annotation in semi natural
language style so that the user of the annotated data, as well as an annotator, can easily understand the
data. A variety of applications will be realized by using MAML.

Key words meta data, annotation, XML
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<?7xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"7>
<maml>
<media type="movie"
maml-location="http://www.xxx.jp/a.maml"
media-location="http://www.xxx.jp/a.mpg"
contents-basetime="2003-05-07"
duration="01:42.56">
<element id="1">
g
</element>
O
<element id="10" begin="32.56" end="38.11"
contents="2003-01-01/2003-01-02">
<audio>
<utterance id="p1">
gooooooooooooood
</utterance>
</audio>
<visual>
<character id="p1">
oooooooooooo
<character>
</visual>
</element>
<element id="11" target="10"
annotation="2003-05-06T05:30"
annotator="k_ito@nak.ics.keio.ac.jp">
<contents>
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go0oooooooooooooooooboo
</supplementation>
</contents>
</element>
</media>
<media type="text"
maml-location="http://www.xxx.jp/a.maml"
media-word="0 00000000 OOOOOO"
creator="kato@nak.ics.keio.ac.jp"
annotation-basetime="2003-07-18">
<element id="12" target="11">
<contents>
<copy>
OO OMAML Editor/Viewer O O0OOOOOCODO
gooooooooooooooooooooboo
</copy>
</contents>
</element>
</media>
O

</maml>

01 MAMLOOOO
Fig.1 An example of MAML.
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