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In the relevant patent document retrieval using a patent claim text as input, we should
take the identity of the patent applicants into account when we evaluate the effect of a patent
retrieval method. First, we show that term usage depends on author's affiliation. Then, we
show that in the term-based relevant patent document retrieval, stopword deletion, one of the
possible retfieval methods to improve retrieval accuracy, is less effective to retrieve relevant
patents whose applicants are the same as those of the query patent, and is more effective

when the applicants of relevant patents are different from those of the query.
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