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Problems Concerning “Unintended Being Public Figure” On Internet

Yoichiro Itakura

Abstract

These days, there is much news that blogs and SNS profiles are “burned”. On “burned” blogs
and SNS profiles, many libelous comments are posted, owners of them are forced 1)closing,
2)stopping space of comments, or 3)giving up. However, they scarcely institute civil action, or
accuse them. In this paper, “Unintended being public figure” is supposed as a background of
“burning”. From Cases about “public figure”, we can find that a concept of “public figure” has width,
and to be “public figure”, private figure lost protection from libels gradually. In the case of
“Unintended being public figure”, to lost protection is injustice, a concept of “public figure” must

not be applied, and libel should not require accusation.
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