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The “aporia” of encoding Han Characters

An aproach to the Han Variations problem

JUSTSYSTEMS Digital Culture Research Center
Tatsuo KOBAYASHI

The encoding of Han-Characters is a problematic issue to be solved, not
because of technological reasons but also social and cultural reasons. Especially, Han
variations used for human and place names in Japan are the most difficult barrier for
e-governmentalization.

This paper discusses possibility of effective and practical solution for this issue
based on the author’s experience on international standardization activities and

Japanese language processing software.
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[1 Scope] ISO/IEC 10646 specifies the Universal Multiple-Octet Coded Character Set
(UCS). It is applicable to the representation, transmission, interchange, processing,
storage, input, and presentation of the written form of the languages of the world as well as
of additional symbols.
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[4.6 Character] A member of a set of elements used for the organization, control, or
representation of data.
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[4.8 Coded character] A character together with its coded representation.
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[4.9 Coded character set] A set of unambiguous rules that establishes a character set
and the relationship between the characters of the set and their coded representation.
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[4.10 Code table] A table showing the characters allocated to the octets

in a code.
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[1 Scope]
ISO/IEC 10646 specifies the Universal Multiple-Octet Coded Character Set (UCS). Itis
applicable to the representation, transmission, interchange, processing, storage, input, and
presentation of the written form of the languages of the world as wel!l as of additional
symbols.
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