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Seamless Integration of Shared Workspace
and Interpersonal space in ClearBoard-2

Minoru Kobayashi, Hiroshi Ishii
NTT Human Interface Laboratories
1-2356 Take, Yokosuka-Shi, Kanagawa, 238-03, Japan

ClearBoard is a new collaboration medium that seamlessly integrates the shared workspace and
interpersonal space which have been prowded separetely with arbitrary multi-window or multi-
screen mterfaces in existing multi-media teleconference systems. We present the key concept of
ClearBoard that is based on the metaphor of “talking through and drawing on a transparent glass

~ window.” Then, we describe the design evolution from video based prototype ClearBoard-1 to com-
puter based prototype ClearBoard-2. The design of TeamPaint, a shared painting editor used in
ClearBoard-2, is also described. Finally, some initial ﬁndmgs from the expenmental use of the
prototype systems are reported. ) ‘
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