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Use of Symbolic Representations for Student Status
in Distance Education System : VIEW Classroom

Osami Kagawa  Yahiko Kambayashi

Department of Information Science, Faculty of Engineering, Kyoto University

Many distance education systems utilizing computer networks are based on window-share applications and
video technology like conference systems. In these systems a teacher can see and confirm the response of each
student and status of the whole class. In a computerized distance education system, however, because of the
possibility of large number of attendance, it is usually impossible for the teacher to present all students' faces on a
display at the same time. Thus the teacher needs some non-video-based tools for picking up a student as a proper
partner for conversation, collecting the responses of all students in real time.

In this paper we propose the symbolic representation facilities suitable for these requirements in place of video
technology. They provide tools for a teacher to classify the students by their activities and lerning histries for her/
his purpose, to select a student on her/his criterion, to collect the responses of all students and show those status in
symbolic representation. The VIEW Classroom realizes the effective one-to-many interaction in a class through
these mechanisms.
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