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Flexflow ——— A Workflow System
Implemented with Agents

Mitsuru Nakakawaiji*, Fumio Ogasahara’,
Kaichiro Matsui*, and Hiroyuki Tarumi’

* NEC Software Kobe, Ltd. "NEC Corp.

Flexflow is NEC’s workflow system implemented with mobile agents transported by e-mail. Its
remarkable features as an agent system include accessibility from the OLE automation,
persistent processes on the Windows, and agent communication by a blackboard system. Its
features as a workflow system include event-driven rule execution at the time of receiving or
sending agents, workflow parts, joining flows, and the envelope metaphor.
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