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Analysis of Innovations in Open Source Software Development
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Open-source software, which is developed over the Internet by physically dispersed programmers, com-
petes with that developed in firms. The electronic media on which open-source development heavily
relies, however, are more limited than face-to-face contacts in firms. Then, how can they overcome
the limitations and build their competitive advantages? In this paper, we present three findings based
on the observation of a open-source project: (1)bias for action rather than coordination, (2)overlap of
specification settlement and implementation, (3)effective combination of technologies.
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