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An experimental study on distance collaborative learning mainly based on
cooperative work
Yuichiro MISHIMA ", Shunta TAKAYANAGI ', Toshiya TAKAHASHI' ", Tomo’o INOUE* and
Hisao KOIZUMI'®
Graduate School of Science and Engineering, Tokyo Denki University '
Department of Computers and Systems Engineering, Tokyo Denki University T '

Institute of Library and Information Science, University of Tsukuba *

In this paper, we describe a method for collaborative learning and its supporting scheme in
distance learning, which uses computer and Internet, and report some results from a trial of the
method in the real classroom environment. In collaborative learning, discussion-based commu-
nication is employed and the supporting system mainly identifies and provides the status of
students, or captures the status of the group measuring the progress of discussion and provides
supporting information to the participating members to activate the collaborative learning. In our
method, we introduce a process of documentation as the results of learning through discussion-
based communication to promote collaborative activities and knowledge sharing. We also aim to
construct a supporting system, which helps the discussion phase and the instruction by the
teacher through recording and managing progress status of discussion, and students’ work status
and the documentation status.
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