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Virtualized Collaboration Environment with 3D images: VizGrid
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Collaboration environments for joint research between researchers working in different
fields have become more important, because the borders between fields have become
increasingly fuzzy. VizGrid is a national joint-project between universities and a industry
that was partly supported by the MEXT”. In this project, we are developing a high-quality,
collaboration environment with 3D images for remotely located researchers. 3D images are
familiar, can be understood intuitively and express ideas in a more natural way than words
or 2D images. The VizGrid project is developing a communication technology, called
“Volume Communication,” for generating, transferring, displaying, and retrieving 3D
images. This paper describes an overview of this project and our prototype.

*Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
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