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DAVIC and its Standardization Activities

Hisashi Kasahara

NTT Human Interface Laboratories, Nippon Telegraph and Teléphone Corporation
1-2356 Take Yokosuka-shi, Kanagawa 238-03, Japan

Standardization activities of DAVIC (Digital Audio-Visual Council) are reported here based on the
result of its recent plenary assembly in Hollywood. DAVIC is the non-governmental organization
establishing international standards for interoperability among interactive digital video service
systems, of which video-on-demand is the representative. DAVIC is the system integrator of the
evolving computer, networking and audio-visual technologies. The criteria of the technology
selection and invention in DAVIC indicate not a few excellent ideas for integrating various technical
tools into total service system architecture. In this paper, background and essence of the
technological selection in DAVIC are referred as much as possible, not only the resulted
specifications themselves.
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