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Abstract
In this paper we describe a method of classifying Japanese text documents using important kanji characters. -

Text documents are generally classified on significant words (keywords) of the documents. However it is
difficult to extract these significant words from Japanese text, because Japanese text is written without using
blank space as delimiters and must be segmented into words. Therefore, instead of words, we used important
kanji characters which appear more frequently in one category than the other. We extracted these important
kanji characters by x2 method. Then, we tested our method. The correct recognition scores for editorial
columns “TENSEI JINGO™, editorial articles, and articles in “Scientific American (in Japanese)” were 47%,
74%, and 85%, respectively.
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