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This paper describes XML Europe’99 sponsored by GCA which is the biggest organization
to support SGML/XML conferences, and tries to consider the role of digital documents which
include XML with a historical view to the current situation. Compared with XM1’98 at Chicago,
which had been strongly characterized to business applications, the presentations at XML Eu-
rope’99 which was held at Granada, Spain, were seemed to steadily coordinated to academic and
technological area. Though many of those presentations were not so strongly impressive, they
were very informative to know the trend of the practical application fields of XML as the inter-
operability with RDB and/or existing SGML document systems in various industries. Many
people seem strongly interested in the keyword of knowledge management with XML, according
to the newspapers, magazines, books, and so on now. An evaluation to the trend is tried out
based on the reflection feedback from the previous activities in artificial intelligence fields. Fi-
nally, issues to the current digital documents with XML especially in Japan is described.
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