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Abstract Conventional TREC-style Question-Answering (QA) involves extracting passages (250
bytes or 50 bytes) that contain answers to a question. The most attractive feature of QA is that
it ‘can provide ezact answers to the question, rather than a list of ranked passages, paragraphs, or
documents. This paper describes a Japanese QA system SAIQA which finds exact answers to a
question from a large-scale Japanese text corpus and an experimental evaluation on exact answer
extraction. The experiments include evaluations of answers to 2000 questions with justification by
article summarization. The results show that around 50% of correct answers can be found from the
top of five answers and that over 87% of short summaries can be used for answer justification (or

evidence) instead of full texts.
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