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Figuring out People by their Workspaces on the Web

Shin-ya SATO, Masanori HARADA and Kazuhiro KAZAMA
NTT Network Innovation Laboratories
3-9-11 Midori-cho, Musashino-shi, Tokyo

Although the Web is an artificial space for information utilization, many of the pages on the Web
are mentioning things or concepts in the real world. As the Web is going to play more important
role in our daily lives, it will more precisely reflect the real world. In consideration of these facts
and the trend, an approach for analyzing the Web that makes good use of knowledge on the real
world, so to say “real world oriented Web mining”, is considered to be promising. Based on
this idea, this paper presents a method to extract workspaces for persons with a given name on
the web. The method is derived by applying knowledge on the relationship between people and
their workspaces in the real world to the Web. The validity of the method is verified through
experiments. A set of workspaces for a person extracted by the method from the web is expected
to be put to use for characterizing the person. As an example, the paper introduce a technique
to visualize relationships between the workspaces, which can be used for roughly distinguishing

between persons with the same family and personal name.
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