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1988 will be remembered to be the ISDN founding year, when pioneering carriers
such as NTT and AT&T started their commercial ISDN services based on the
International Standard decided by CCITT. Among those countries running for ISDN
development, the U.S. and the Federal Republic of Germany are following con-
spicuously different approaches: the former a competitive type, the character-
istics of which are such as © a multiple ISDN development through ONA, @ an
emphasis on big businesses, @ long-term coexistence of public and private
networks and @ cost-based pricing: the latter a unified type, the character-
istics of which are such as @® a single ISDN including broadcast, cable televi-
sion and direct broadcast satellite, @ an orderly penetration to all kinds of
users,® a long-term expansion program consisting of five stages, and @ public
policy oriented pricing.

Comparatively analyzing these approaches, the author addresses the issues of
implementing ISDN development for Japan, who had succeeded in her telephone ex-
pansion programmes to catch up the Western countries, and proposes that Japan's
approach shall be the one to be loyal to the chosen competitive policy and free
market principle different from the one took in her previous telephone network

building.
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