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Prototype II for Superdistribution Architecture

Masaji KAWAHARA* Ryoichi MORI**
* Master's Degree Program in Sciences and Engineering, University of Tsukuba
** Instiute of Information Sciences and Electronics, University of Tsukuba

Superdistribution is a concept toward an ideal distribution of software as
digital information. Superdistribution Architecture provides the way to protect
the copyright and restrict modifications of software to software vendors, and
provides free acquisition and free trial to users. Torealize Superdistribution
Architecture, SUM (Software Usage Monitor) is added to existing computers.
SUM includes (1) monitoring mechanism, (2) encryption mechanism, and (3)
accounting mechanism. We propose the way of adding SUM to an existing
computer as a coprocessor. We describe the logical structure of the coprocessor
and the merits of this way, especially in the introductory stage of Super-
distribution.
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