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The Accounting Process in Software Usage Monitor

for Superdistribution
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*Master's degree program in sciences and engincering,
University of Tsukuba, now SONY Inc.
**Doctral degree program in engineering, University of Tsukuba
***nstitute of Information Science and Electronics, University of Tsukuba

"Superdistribution" is a new concept of software distribution to be realized by
adding a SUM(software usage monitor) to a personal computer. The mechanism
not only protects of copyrights, but also can provide many new services for users.
Investigations of feasible kind of services should be pursured since no practical
technique has existed for the software usage monitoring,.

An example of a charge system and corresponding accounting processes in the
SUM are described. The services include "free trial”, "performance charge",

"purchase”, and "refund". It can also provide special services associated to a
particular computer or social events.
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