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Towards a cyber society
- Electronic commerce and information distribution -

Seiichi Ido
NTT Software Laboratories

Recently, popular demand for electronic commerce has been growing. A number of
research projects for EC systems exist, but these tend to be small-scale éxperimehtal projects
to verify payment and business ﬂow. We are implementing a complete EC systexi;, to be used
to offer EC services. This system is being built from scratch, requiring a large investment
cost. .

We define the functionality of our EC platform, and describe its current state. We
discuss problems fh_at must be overcome to achieve EC services in the 21st century. Finally,

we discuss the state of EC resedrch and development in NTT.
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