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THE TIME-PHASE CHART AND THE METHODS FOR CHECKING
THREE KINDS OF CONSISTENCY FOR USER INTERFACES

Shinji MORIYA and Yoshihisa NAKAYA

Department of Electrical Communication Engineering
Tokyo Denki University
2-2 Kanda-Nishiki-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101

The time-phase chart for user interfaces is proposed, giving how to draw
it. The chart is drawn on the two-dimensional space where the horizontal axis
represents a sequence of time when the user and the system take actions, and
the vertical axis constitutes a hierarchy of objects in user interfaces. The
chart traces of the fetch-execution cycles caused by a sequence of actions
taken by the user and the system. The paper shows that firstly, the chart
realizes a visual modeling of human-computer interaction, and secondly, it
gives a way of checking three kinds of consistency in user interfaces.
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